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Effects of Estrogen on Bcl-2 and Bax Expression in Rat Adrenal Cortex
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Abstract Immunohistochemical SP method was used to detect the expression of Bel-2 and Bax in the adrenal cortex of
rat after ovariectomized and treated with 17-3-estrodiol. After ovariectomy the expression of both Bel-2 and Bax was
increased in zona fasciculate and zona reticularis the expression of Bax was increased but expression of Bel-2 was
negative in zona glomerulosa. After treated with 17-3-estrodiol the expression of Bcl-2 was decreased in zona
fasciculata and zona reticularis while the expression of Bax was significantly decreased in zona fasciculata and
negative expression of Bax was found in zona reticularis in zona glomerulosa the expression of Bel-2 was increased
and that of Bax was decreased after treated with 17-3-estrodiol. All the results suggest that estrogen have different
complicated effects on different zona of adrenal cortex.
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