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Abstract Chinese Alligator Alligator sinensis  widely distributed in the valley of Yangtze River and Yellow River
historically. However it has become a critical endangered species. The reasons for its population decrease are
different between in the valley of Yangtze River and Yellow River. The extinction of Chinese Alligator in the Yellow
River was caused by ecological deterioration of habitat. Paddy cultivation by Chinese ancient people was recognized
the main reason for the population decrease in the Yangtze River Valley. Additionally temperature fluctuation and
hunting also influence its population size.
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