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On the Scientific Name of the Takifugu and Obscure Pufferfish

CHEN Kui
Aquiculture Department ~ Soochow University ~ Suzhou 215006 China

Abstract This article reviewed the naming history of genus Takifugu Abe 1949 and Takifugu fasciatus McClland
1844 .In 1952 Abe regarded that the pufferfish from western Pacific Ocean should not be under a new genus named
Fugu instead of Sphoeroides . However Abe had named six subgenuera under the genus Sphoeroides in 1949 Takifugu
is one of them. By the reason of the availability status of subgenus is as same as the genus” Takifugu was named
before Fugu . According to the rule of priority the new genus must be Takifugu . Moreover McClelland had already
given species name’ fasciatus” to obscure pufferfish which catched from the sea near Zhoushan archipelago and
Ningbo China early in 1844. Unfortunately Abe didn’t know that and renamed obscure pufferfish as’ obscurus” .
According to the rule of priority resume the scientific species name of obscure pufferfish will be resumed as  Takifugu
fasciatus” . The international trade of pufferfish have been increased for the reason of management it is better to use a
consistent scientific name to the obscure pufferfish. In addition pufferfish has been used as a modal animal in Human
Genome Project.
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