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Abstract We studied winter food-habits of Goral Naemorhedus goral by combining field survey of feeding sites and
microhistological analysis of feces from January to March 2004 in Tonghe Region of Lesser Xingan Moutains. Results
showed that hay defoliate leaves and branch of current year were the main food components of gorals. Total of 22
plant species belonging to 20 genus were foraged during winter. By checking the frequency for each plant we found
that Carex callitrichos and Rhododendron dauricum were the main food items in winter accounting for 31.72% and
18.14% respectively. In addition gorals fed on Brachthecium albicans plants of Salicaceae and Oleaceae in a quite
high frequency accounting for 7.30% 6.87% and 5.25% in the winter food respectively.
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Table 1 The winter diet composition of Goral

1

Plant species

Browsing part

%

Percent present in food

Cyperaceae Carex callitrichos a 31.72£0.82
Pteridiaceae Osmunda cinnamomea ab T
Woodsiaceae Woodsia ilvensis ab T
Ericaceae Rhododendron dauricum ac 18.14+0.60
Aceraceae Acer mono a 3.73+0.28

A . ginnala a T

A . tegmentosum a T
Oleaceae Fraxinus mandshurica a 3.13£0.25

Syringa reticulata a 2.14£0.21
Juglandaceae Juglans mandshurica a T
Caprifoliaceae Sambucus buergeriana ¢ T
Fagaceae Quercus mongolica a 4.23+0.28
Ulmaceae Ulmus macrocarpa ac 1.43+0.16
Saxifragaceae Deutzia glabrata ac 4.40+£0.29
Araliaceae Acanthopanax senticosus b T
Pinaceae Pinus koraiensis a T
Magnoliaceae Schisandra reticulate ab T
Tiliaceae Tilia amurensis a 4.39+0.30
Betulaceae Betula costata ¢ 5.93
Salicaceae Populus ussuriensis ac 6.81
Rosaceae Pruus padus c T
Brachytheciaceae Brachythecium albicans d 7.30+0.37

T < 1% c.

T The relative density of certain a plant was less than 1% . a. leal b. stem c¢. branch d. trunk of a tree.
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