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The Survery of the Great Bustard in Winter in Tumuji
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Abstract Great Bustard Otis tarda is a large grassland bird. The species is widely distributed in west Heilongjiang
Province and east Inner Mongolia and is now endangered. The total number of the speices is about 31 000 — 37 000
individuals in the world 3 000 — 4 200 birds are found in China. Two subspecies are recorded in China. There are
2500 -3 000 birds of O. ¢. tarda in northwest China and less than 1 000 birds of O. t. dybowskii in northeast
China. Tumuji Nation Natural Reserve is the most important breeding ground of east population of Great Bustard with
over 200 birds breeding here. The wintering birds were recorded from 1998. 165 birds were seen in the winter of
2003. The numerical distribution of Great Bustard was surveyed and behavior and feeding in winter were studied.
The suggestion on habitats management and conservation of Great Bustard in winter was provided.
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Table 1 The numerical distribution of Great Bustard in winter in Tumuji
Ind. Ind.
No. Site Date No. Site Date
1 6 3 8 8 5
2 6 14 9 1 9 17
3 7 2 10 2 9 7
4 7 8 11 10 2
5 8 3 12 10 8
6 8 15 13 10 11
7 8 23 14 15 47
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Fig.1 The numerical distribution of Great Bastard in Tumuji Natural Reserve Inner Mongolia
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