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Notes on the Vocalization of the Sichuan Jay Perisoreus internigrans
and Its Behavioral Association with Breeding

JING Yu SUN Yue-Hua FANG Yun
Institute of Zoology Chinese Academy of Sciences  Betjing 100080  China

Abstract The Sichuan Jay Perisoreus internigrans is an endangered species endemic to the high mountain conifer
forest in western China. Because of its occurrence in high elevation and its low population level there has been little
research report on this species. In this paper we described the calls of the Sichuan Jay collected from Sichuan and
Gansu during Mar. 2000 to Jun. 2003. Eight types of calls were digitalized and frequency spectrograms were given.
Begging calls were recorded in various breeding stages and considered to be a key vocal behavior in its life history. No
response can be found during play back experiment.
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Fig. 1 Single call of Sichuan Jay
ABC3

A B C showed three types of single call could be the contact call between individuals.
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Fig. 2 2 d Nestling call
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Fig.3 Scream sound of Sichnan Jay
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Fig.4 Sichuan Jay calling when caged or handled
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Fig. 5 Mobbing call of Sichuan Jay
ALB,C.D JrRBRIR N ) 4 D EEGE R B, M AT 2R M 13 50 A P E () hu-he-be, hu-he-he”;
BA—RAFIERN ™ C EHAERN S EF, D HHRE AN 2aaa",

A.B,C,D are four continnous fragments from a mobbing call. Total length was 13 seconds. A. sounds like“hu-he-he, hu-he-he”;

B. a series of rapid “ka”;

C. “Meow” (an imitation of Upland Buzzard) ; D. very loud “a-a-a-a”.
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Fig. 6 Begging call of an adult female
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