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Preliminary Analysis on the Habitat Use by Sika Deer in
Qingliangfeng National Natural Reserve in Autumn
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Abstract: A quick survey for habitat use and selection of sika deer during Autumn was conducted in
Qingliangfeng National Natural Reserve, Lin’ an county of Zhejiang Province from September to
November 2003. Three hundred and eighty-nine samples of 10 m x 10 m and 9 factors were set up
for quantitative analysis in the habitat use of sika deer. The analysis indicates that sika deer chooses
meadow-wetland and shrub. The environmental factors preferred by sika deer are low canopy
(<20% ), high food abundance, upper slope, elevation exceeding 1 200 m, distance from human
disturbance sources exceeding 1 000 m, sunny and lesser slope. Shrub overcast has little influence
on the habitat use by sika deer. The main component analysis shows that there are four factors
affecting the habitat use of sika deer. They are the disturbing (elevation, slope position and human
disturbance) , the food (canopy, food abundance and vegetation type), the shrub overcast and the
geography (slope degree and aspect) .
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