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The Reproductive Habit and Growth Character of Bloody Clam
Tegillarca granosa in Yueqing Bay

WU Hong-Xi CHAI Xue-Liang
( Zhejiang Mariculture Research Institute , Wenzhou 325005, China )

Abstract: Bloody clam ( Tegillarca granosa) of Yueqing bay is a kind of animal of gonochorism with no obvious
external difference between the female and male. When they grow mature, the whole visceral masses are wrapped by
the sexual gland, which looks red or orange in female and n;ilky white in male. There is no sexual change during their
life . Ordinarily, Bloody clam T'. granosa get mature at the age of two, but with the most favorite breeding conditions,
some of them can mature at the age of one. Their natural reproductive time mainly ranges from early April to late
August. Bloody clam is a kind of animal of oviparous with external fertilization and mass spawn. An adult female
Bloody clam with a 2 ~ 3 cm shell length can produce 2 ~ 3 million eggs. Bloody clam of Yueqing bay can grow
incessantly during the life. But the growth rate is comparatively low. Commonly it takes 2 or 3 years for them to get to
the size of sale. Of course, their growth rate is closely related to many factors such as water temperature, bait, tidal
region, bottom sediments and culture density. Usually, the growth speed of shell is much faster during the early period
than the late stage of life, but the increasing rate of weight is to the contrary. The formula which can depict the
relationship between shell length and body weight is W = 0.004L>**° (R’ =0.9964) .
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