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Preliminary Observation on the Breeding Habits of Cormorant
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Abstract: Breeding habits of Cormorant { Phalocrocorea carbe) population were studied in the Qinghai Lake region.
The paper reported the breeding habits such as nesting, egg laying, hatching, parental care and pervasion in the
cormorants. The results showed that cormorants came to the Qinghai Lake in early and mid March. Breeding
cormorants cooperated to build their nests from early April to mid June. Cormorants laid their eggs mainly during the
first half of May. Average clutch size in cormorants was 3.61 + 0.34 . The eggs weighed 57.5 +2.02 g and were 67.29
mm X 40.2 mm in size. Incubation period was 28.07 + 0.53 days. The relationship between egg weight loss and
incubation time was deseribed by the equation: Y = 0.997 - 0.0068X (r=0.990, df =8, P<0.01), where ¥
was the egg weight loss during incubation, X was incubation time .
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