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Characteristics of Reproductive Biology of Asian Elephants
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( Chongging Zoo, Chongging 400050, China)

Abstract: The authors particularly observed and recorded the biological characteristics of one female Asian elephant
that had produced two fetuses consecutively through whole-day observation and recording of estrus, mating, gestation,
parturition, pestpartum hehavior, behavior of two young elephants and subsequent reference to literature. The results
were as follows: (Dadopting the proper artificial assistant measures such as food, medicine and artificial insemination,
etc, , is helpful to breeding of Asian elephants; @ the gestation characteristics of the female elephant are obvieus in
that the space between two nipples enlarge and the mucous liquid can be extruded from the nipples in the middle and
later stage of gestation, and this is an important basis for judging the female elephant pregnancy; improvements in
nursing the mother and young Asian elephants are conducive to the health and survival of the animals; @ daily
frequencies of the young elephant’s sucking the breast of the mother reduce day by day; &)it is feasible to ablactate
the young elephant at the age of one; ©there are a great deal of differences in the characteristics of different fetuses,
including gestation omen, gestation period , defecation of the young elephant etc.
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