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Study on Improving Survival Rate of Giant Panda
( Ailuropoda melanoleuca )
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( China Giant Panda Conservation and Research Center, Sichuan, Wenchuan 623006, China)

Abstract: The effectiveness of four different methods of rearing captive bred infant pandas were com-
pared. Those methods were mother-rearing, a combination of mother-rearing and hand-rearing, sur-
rogate mother-rearing and hand-rearing. It is important in hand-rearing to imitate maternal rearing
behavior and the maternal-infant environment. Artificial nests are easy to make and replace in incu-
bators. The temperature and humidity of these nests is similar to those made by nursing female pan-
das, and also it is easy to provide tactile stimulation for hand-reared infant pandas.

Colostrums , milk and also healthy mother’s plasma were fed to infants. Two different US-made
formulas were used to replace mother’'s milk. During the four years of the study, these methods in-
creased the survival rate of infant pandas at Wolong from 54.16% to 90.32% . The methods provide
a new way to conserve Giant pandas in captivity.
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