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A Preliminary Study on the Cranial Characters for Common Dolphins
(genus Delphinus ) in Chinese Waters
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Abstract: Up to 35 cranial characters were measured for eight common dolphins { genus Delphinus )
specimens collected from Chinese waters. The morphometric analysis showed a very high level of
similarity between Chinese common dolphins and long-beaked common dolphins{ Delphinus capensis )
from northeastern Pacific in the condylobasal length, length of tip of rostrum to external and internal
nares, length of upper toothrow, and length of ramus, etc. The ratio of rostral length to zygomatic
width for Chinese common dolphins was averagely 1.85 + 0.10 with a range from 1.68 to 2.03,
whereas the ratio of rostral length to rostral width was averagely 3.79 £ 0.17 with a range from 3.56

» EHF BB EE S (No. 30270212,30070116 F139800014) , ER A AR H SR IBFFE S (No. 30125006) , I HF“FIE
IEB"FHFERFLARMES LRER2 TR FR"EBME B

** X & A, E-mail: gyang @ njnu. edu. en;

B—EHME T 8% 8+ BRI ERERFERT; TENESHYERK.

W B #9:2002-11-12, 2 B B # . 2003-07-05



2003 38(5) Y ERE

Chinese Journal of Zoology < 31 -

to 4.03. Both ratios were very close to the relevant ratios in long-beaked common dolphins from other

regions . Thus, the common dolphins in the Chinese waters were identified to be Delphinus capensis .

Key words: Common dolphin; Skull; Chinese waters
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