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Notes on the Natural History of the Sichuan Jay ( Perisoreus internigrans )

JING Yu SUN Yue-Hua FANG Yun
(Institute of Zoology . Chinese Academy of Sciences , Beijing 100080, Ching)

Abstract: The Sichuan jay is a rare endemic bird of the coniferous forest along the NE-rim of the Qinghai-Tibet Pla-
teau. It was barely known until 1999 when we started our research in Zhuoni, Gansu and Jivzhaigou, Sichuan. The
Sichuan jay begins breeding in March and the young normally hatch in mid-April. From incubation to 1 week posi-
hatching the female stays at the nest for about 95% of daytime. The jay shows food hearding behavior and stored food
maybe very important to nesting females as well as the survival of young. Breeding units of the Sichuan jay were com-

prised of 3 or 4 birds; one breeding pair and one or two non-breeders. Non-breeders mey feed the young during the

nestling stage.
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