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Population Numbers and Distribution of Black-necked Cranes
( Grus nigricollis )in the Yungui Gaoyuan Plateau

@ @
LI Feng-Shan® YANG Fang”
(D International Crane Foundation , PO Box 447, Barabeo, Wisconsin, USA;
@ Yunnan Forestry Bureau, Kurming 650021, China)

Abstract: Yungui Gaoyuan Plateau contains two wintering regions for Black-necked cranes Grus
nigricollis : { 1) western Yunnan, and (2} northeastern Yunnan and northwestern Guizhou . The two
regions support 1/4 to 1/3 of the world’ s populatin of Black-necked cranes. In the winter of 2001/
2002, the International Crane Foundation collaborated with the Yunnan Forestry Bureau to conduct a
survey of Black-necked cranes on the Yungui Gaoyuan Plateau . 17 known or polential wintering areas
of Black-necked cranes were surveyed.In total 3 261 and 3 182 Black-necked cranes,804 and 1 158
Common cranes Grus grus,1 759 and 2 978 Bar-headed geese Anser indicus,and 3 442 and 5 444
Ruddy shelducks Tadorna ferniginea were recorded on the 18 th and 19 th of January 2002
respectively . Black-necked crane numbers have increased by more than 90% over the past decade
inthis region.
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