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Captive Husbandry of the Chinese Black Muntjac
in Hefei Wild Animal Park

WU Hai-Long”

JING Hao®
(D College of Life Science , Anhui Normal University, Wi

WU Zhi-An”

241000; @ Heifei Wild Animal Park , Hefei 230000, China }

Abstract: Chinese black muntjac ( Muntiacus crinifrons) have been kept in the Hefei wild animal
park since 1978.The first captive-bred black muntjac was bomn in 1989 (sire No.87001; dam No.
87002), and from 1989 to 2001 51 black muntjac have been bom in this institution. Only one

young is produced at a time after a gestation period of about 240 days. A new offspring can be pro-

duced every 12 months. The lactation period is about 2 — 3 months. In this captive population, most

births occurred between April and July and most matings (80.39% ) took place between September

and November. However, in wild populations, breeding is continuous throughout the year and there

is no definite breeding season. Juvenile mortality has been low {7.84 9%} in caplive animals and the

predominant cause of death {56% ) in captive adult black muntjacs has been infection of the intes-

tines and lungs.
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