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Abstract: The pectoral fins of Mystus macropterus , Leioacssis crassilabris , and Pelteobagrus vachelli elc., were used
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to age these bagrid catfishes. The collected pectoral fins were sectioned after decalcification. The normal histologieal

section method was modified with some steps omitted and some shortened so as to be able to age large numbers of fish

with reasonable efficiency. Compared with traditional sections made by cutting and grinding without decaleification,

this method is much more easy to perform and much more aceurate with respect to annulus radius measurement and

growth calculatien, and therefore, is especially applicable to the aging of medium and small-sized scale-less fish.
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