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Abstract; Four surveys on Chinese alligator population and habitat were made in Nanling County,
Anhui Province from 1986 to 1998. Speilight and questionnaire methods were used for those sur-
veys. Habitat quality evaluation was conducted for part of the availuable habital in the County in
1999 . The results showed that Chinese alligator population size has declined from 193 to 32 individ-
uals in the period of 1986 to 1998 in Nanling County . The average decreasing rate of the Chinese al-
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ligator population was about 38% in every four years during 12 vears. Chinese alligators were
recorded at 7 villages in the 6 townships in 1998 . About 3/4 of Chinese alligator’s habitats disap-
peared from 1986 to 1998. And about 80% of the alligators were presented in three townships,

Donghe, Shipu and Sanli. Among the three towns, the Shipu owns the highest density (from 21.6 to

50.6 ind/hm’ ) . The important factors contributing to the alligator population decline are the habitat

loss, hunting, pollution and disasters { Drought and flood} . One of two typies of habitats identified

in Nanling County, is pools in cultivated areas, the other is the ponds and reservoirs in lowland sur-

rounded by hills. The pools of the cultivaied areas with good food resource could be good habitats for

alligators, but those habitats are potentially threatened by the pollution of pesticides.
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