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Tree Fruits Eaten by Birds in Nanjing Botanical Garden Mem. Sun
Yat-Sen in Autumn and Winter
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Abstract: Nanjing Botanical Garden Mem. Sun Yat-Sen with steadily diverse habitats and rich food
supplies, is inhabited by many different bird species. Nineteen bird species were observed feeding
mainly on fruits of twenty-one tree species in the garden during autumn and winter. The tree fruits
eaten by birds are mainly of fleshy types such as drupes, pomes, berries or cones. When the fruits
getting matured, their colours usuvally become conspicuously red, black or yellow, which are very at-
tractive to fruit-eating birds. The frugivorous birds handled the fruits by ways of (U ingesting the
fruits in or beneath the tree crowns, sometimes regurgitating the seeds soon afler; (2 picking the
fruits up away from the trees, then swallowing it or pecking it at their perching sites; ($ecrushing the
fruit coats, and eat seeds from it. The frugivorous birds can oblain necessary nuirients from the
fruits, and promote the dispersal of the seeds of the fleshy fruits enclosed by hard seed coat or by
hard endocarp within their habitats.
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