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Behavioral Observations on the Mother/offspring
Relationship in Takins in Captivity

KANG Ai-Li ZHANG En-Di
{ Department of Biology , East China Normal University ~Shanghai 200062, China )

Abstract: Observations on mother/offspring relationship of the golden takin ( Budorcas taxicolor )
were made at the Breeding Center of Shanghai Zoo, Shanghai between February and April, 1999.
The cows suckled once an hour when the calves were less than three days in age, the mean suckling
length was (4.56 £ 0.97)min. Subsequently the suckling frequency declined to 2 ~ 3 times in the
daytime . It was found that the cows also suckled at midnighi. The contacis between the calves and
the cows concentrated on the anus region (48.8% )} and head region (25.5% ) of the calf. The re-
sults suggested that the closeness of mother/offspring to be negatively correlated with the growth of
the young, indicating a decline in matemal investment.
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